Introduction
Tanytarsus van der Wulp, 1874 is one of the most diverse genera within the family Chironomidae, with more than 300 species described worldwide (Ekrem 2003) . To the Neotropical region over 50 specific names were registered, of which 35 have been reported from Brazil (Spies & Reiss 1996 , Ekrem & Reiss 1999 , Sanseverino et al. 2002 Tanytarsus species may occur in the Amazonia, but only 13 species of this genus have been recorded from this region to date. In this paper we describe three further interesting Tanytarsus species collected from the Amazon rainforest in Brazil, which due to their unusual structure take an interesting systematic position within the genus. A presented below analysis of morphological characters of the adult male genital apparatus, found as crucial in delimitation/definition of these new taxa, as well as those of the body and legs colouration, indicated three distinct species groups within the so far known Neotropical Tanytarsus.
Material and methods
The specimens were sampled using Malaise and light traps and preserved in 80% ethanol. Microscope slides were prepared using Euparal® or Canada balsam as the mounting medium according to the procedure outlined by Saether (1969) and Giłka and Paasivirta (2009) . The general morphological terminology follows Saether (1980) .
